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CHAPTER SIXTY TWO

LAVANOPANISHAT (5)
LAVANA NARRATES HIS ‘CHAANDAALA LIFE-STORY’ (2)

FAMINE STRIKES THE ‘VINDHYA-MOUNTAIN REGION

FAMINE

[CONCEALED MEANING]

[Famine stuck in the life of a Jeeva.
This famine referred to in the case of a Jeeva is not the dryness of the geographical area, but the dryness of waters as referred to
in the Upanishad sense of the word ‘water’ (experiences).
‘Water’ (Aaapa) means the flow of experiences a Jeeva enjoys; and these ‘waters’ rise from the ‘clouds called the Vaasanaas’
and make the soil of the mind dirty and tainted.
These ‘cloud Vaasanaas’ block also the sun which is the awareness essence of the Jeeva-state.
The Jeeva (Lavana) who was under the magical influence of the sorcerer (Maayaa), rode the horse of conception (or imagination)
and ended up in having Avidyaa the Chaandaala wife as his companion, and suffered untold miseries in the Vindhyaa mountain,
which is the “perceived state of the Jeeva’ that blocks the sun’s path even.
Suddenly, after many tragic events of life, the Jeeva gets some sort of dispassion about the very life he is living.
In the presence of the (burning) pains, Vaasanaas dwindle and the clouds disappear.
The waters are no more there; since the Jeeva has lost interest in the very life that he loved so dearly.
However, being stuck to the family life, namely the wife Avidyaa and his kids Kaama and Krodha, he is unable to escape the
pains yet. He wants to get away from it all.
Therefore in the story, the famine is mentioned, and King Lavana (Brahman-state) who is a Chaandaala (Jeeva) now runs away
from it all. Meanwhile he gets another son also named Prcchaka — the questioning one.]

STORY-PART OF THE FAMINE
[Jeeva process of Vaasanaa-fulfilment has no end ever; and the foolish Jeeva gets used to his suffering, as part of his existence;
and is content with it. However by sheer chance sometimes, or due to some merits fructifying suddenly, dispassion also rises in
the mind of this wretched Jeeva-state.
Some may fake the dispassion (Taamasic); some may be pushed towards dispassion temporarily because of the some tragic
events they experience in life; some may naturally develop dispassion through reason also, like Rama.

What happens when dispassion of the right sort occurs? The Vindhya itself burns!]
[(108.01) to (108.09) is a single sentence.]
[King Lavana speaks about his Chaandaala life]

Evenas ....

HY BT BlelsT SRISSIRA,

the time went by in this life struck by old age and decay
(having forgotten my royal status, I remained well-established in the life of the Chaandaala);

JURYUIeTSHiaaA AN AR, (108.01)

my facial hair gradually turned white like the grassland covered by snow;

BAITATTTY FLHCRITATY,

(like the dried up grass pieces) the winds of Karma threw us here and there into joyous and non-joyous events;
Udcyg areiey efvigoioro ey, (02)

the days fell one after another like the dried up leaves of a tree;

AT RIUY UG WSIART Bheaesaqdh iy aurescy Udcg d, (03)

like a battlefield caught in the arrows flying to and fro, I was continuously bombarded by joys and
sorrows of various kinds, and the petty quarrels and sinful acts became natural occurrences;

fepeudeuaraiafa fgear 33,

like the bird lost in the mist-filled sky, I was lost in the imagined world of the delusion;
THG 3 Dol HIATIAN, (04)

the mind was turbulent with anxieties and apprehensions like an ocean;

TJollcdedlad ThARS Hed AT,

the idiot-mind was stuck on the rotating wheel of worries;




WEIATA JUT 3 dldd BIerdIR, (05)
I was getting carried away like a grass piece in the floods of time;

faecadiaadery adaRoET &,

I was always in search of food (desire-fulfiiment) and moved in the forests filled with birds and insects;
fgamerICHTaTT &NUT 5 JHAIIOT, (06)

the years passed like this for me who lived like a donkey with two shoulders (carrying the burden of worries atways) ;

RIS A9 3T AT oA,

I had no memory of my royal identity (as a Jeeva who had forgotten its true essence as Brahman) ;
and had forgotten myself like forgetting a person lying dead in a battlefield;

grusTelcd [EUNHd gaTiese< garde, (07)

I was completely a Chaandaala in mind and body (with lowly thoughts and lowly acts) ;
and was firmly established in that life, like a mountain which had settled down on the ground when its
Wings (Viveka and Vichaara) are cut off -

ARG Bolled! SMAMIART el AIRITAETCTAT YEehgaTiaraniia:
3PS FIUNSSI TUSUUSIAAUSH [AledduIuaTFq fdetdehed daradt| (108.08,09)

then suddenly - the famine stuck the Vindhyaa Mountain region -

like a world hit by dissolution, like a forest caught by fire,

like the shores shattered by the ocean-waves, like the dry tree hit by the lightning,

with the cruel Chaandaalas were suddenly in the grip of death; @gnorance was slowly dying.)

where there was nothing to eat anymore; where the ground was dry without even a blade of grass;

where all the trees had dried up; where the water was nowhere. (Vaasanaas were diminishing.)
[When the ‘Knowledge of the Brahman’ arises through Vichaara, the entire world withers away in the heat of the knowledge,

and nothing is left back except the realization of the emptiness of all!]
DESCRIPTION OF FAMINE AND FIRE

Even as...

d 98fd gaard TF a¥ FaRIRd qdEaReueAsTdE gefd Ared, (10)

the rains poured no more; all of us helplessly watched everything getting destroyed in front of our
eyes; the winds carried tiny burning sparks in the sky;

futeeRuuy gafiaaleany @, aaegey eIy Rufeiaread, (11)

the dried up leaves caught fire and spread through the empty landscape;
the desolate forest-regions with their burnt brown foliage appeared like the ‘aged Pravraajikas (wandering
monks)’ who had been there from many years;

HPUSHNTSIAAZHGAUTTD MVARNTIEA HEAATIONTH, (12)

there rose unexpectedly the famine of the worst kind, producing a huge forest-fire, wiping out everything
all at once, drying up everything without any trace, leaving behind only the burnt grass and the rocks;

UTEHATSI SIfAATAVATAT FReAgUIUTART SRRJRIIHAUSHH, (13)
the entire area was covered by dust, striking every human that was there to wither away in heat;
there was no food are water or even grass, and the entire village turned into a desolate jungle;

HAeHTHI T FIHo S HGUHUSOH,

the buffalo-herds sunk inside the shining mirage waters (heated sand heaps actually)
(like the Jeevas drowning in pains believing them to be joys),

AT AT GETINATEdATFRHA, (14)

the sky-like forest was not drenched by the over-flowing sprays of waters anymore;
UTAIRMEGHTA B ATV A ST,

the people were highly excited even if they heard the sound ‘water’;

AU fdaNTHE D eATTaH, (15)




every human there withered away by the spread (Aatati) of the extreme heat;

life turned into its worst state where fights arose even to grab and eat the dried up leaves, to satiate the
hunger;

EATZIITIUTERFHASERAAHUSHH, (16)

the teeth were engaged in chewing one’s own mouth (due to lack of food);
ATFrSHIA T IE R mucna,

the burnt embers of the thorny Khadira plants were swallowed believing them to be meat-pieces;
d-IUSChI'HI‘{'{'idJ(‘dCldLIINIUI{SIUSChd'I\, (17)

the pieces of burnt pieces of rocks were gathered believing them to be some pastries made of flour;
HAIHIGHDATYA AT,

those who survived in the family of mothers, children and fathers stuck together in a group;
TUERecaR fAafoTaRarad, (18)

the shrieking of the all the Saarikaa-birds were heard from inside the belly of the vultures;
RERTSIT AT (bR oI,

the ground was wet with the blood flowing from the limbs of each other sliced off in fights (that were
fought violently for some measly food particle);

R CUHATEI TR, (19)

the elephants were mad with hunger and were ready to eat the monkeys also;

it was terrifying with each of the lions hiding inside the caves, frightened of getting hunted and eaten;
HAITHAGDellbHeelpd doe, (20)

the new class of wrestlers were arising who were intent on killing each other for consuming their flesh;
the air was filled with the burning embers rising from the trees which had all their leaves burnt;

U chATIReeUTdderdafa, (21)

the ground had become polished like the metal because of the cats continuously licking the blood flowing
there (from the bodies that were killed in fights);

SATTITgC eI THTITHIAT AT,

the air that was rising from the huge flames was whirling with a loud noise like that of a cloud;

AT oG [l U1 H, (22)

the entire forest-region had turned yellow by the fire-flames encroaching all over the ground;
CTUTSTIRG >l AYHATH T oA D,

the thick smoke rose from the burnt flesh of the serpent-groups;

AT felds AT CATHA T dTFRH, (23)

the sky took on the hue of the evening-time, because of getting covered by the orange flames filling the air;
SuldrddqaledddTHdAISCdrdAVSeld,

the sky looked like the umbrella without the stick, because of getting covered by the flying ashes that rose
from the ground with a great noise;

ATehe G GRS IATHRHARGH, (24)

the hungry children were screaming in front of the men and women who were wailing and weeping aloud;
HHTEAYRT G aedpaABIIIH,

the dead bodies were torn with teeth and eaten by the groups of men who were mad with hunger;




HATHIEISTAITEADRBIAASI T, (25)

groping for the stinking flesh in the dead bodies in the smoky darkness, the fingers of all had turned red

by the blood that was stuck there;

ATAUTAdRISHUTTYATATS,

the thick smoke-lines were mistaken for creepers with black leaves and got swallowed by the thirsty ones;
sAGUIAMUiTTA N A eHPITATH, (26)

the floating vultures swallowed the hot burning embers rising in the sky, mistaking them to be meat-pieces;
SRATHATS Il TAIGaUTID oI,

the entire place was filled with people stuck together to each other, and screaming and lamenting aloud,
where it was difficult to see any person as a separate individual;

AT ACUTehR [AGIvTEGAleN, (27)

the hearts broke at the sudden sounds of bursting flames anywhere and everywhere;
INAARAPISHRHATACTA T ATITAH,

the huge forest-fire jumped here and there with the hot winds howling from every nook and corner;
HATTIRRPRUACSITRUTGUH, (28)

the trees (that were already burnt) fell down with a great noise even at the slight hissing sound coming from
the serpents;

HEHUSEHCLRA YT TTgbehehlcd, GIaRIThIIIcIey Sardisaepiad a2t (108.29)

the once prosperous mountain-region which was stuck by this unexpected calamity appeared now like a
huge dry hollow-region burnt by the twelve Suns (of dissolution).

[The Vaasanaas were slowly decreasing in number. The bare truth of the meaninglessness of life was looming forth, and the
knowledge books were sought for. Even a slight practice in the company of the learned and the study of books, acted like the
sparks burning out the lingering interests in life. It was as if the entire world of the Jeevas was getting burnt off by the
‘dissolution suns’ which blazed from all the directions, above below, inside and outside. ]

o-dHC\G'I('*{\J'ICIHC{'M{QUSE«IH*{H'{’(‘HHNldojc'o‘loi\lqvi

STAATTAHTEDHATAT THUTIGIIpTd STIMH S2:| (108.30)

The entire populace was hurt and destroyed by the winds that blew from the trunks of the ‘trees which
looked like Sages with brown matted locks because of the burning flames’, and the entire region had

turned into the ‘sport-house of the sons of Bhaaskara (Sun) namely Jvalana and Tapana (burning/scorching)’.
THE SUFFERING OF THE CHAANDAALAS

dfEaTder adaa &% RRARATEY speeaumetd fAded auerRafa
STT: el [A%hdd FhoTaggoolal: ITdT &RMleay eIl WGd TART: | (109.01,02)

When there existed such sufferings by the turn of fate, when the region became too hot as if the world was
at its end, some people left that region along with all their relatives and friends, like the clouds vanishing
off from the sky in the autumn.

(Some Jeevas renounced everything instantly and walked off to fulfil their goal of liberation.)

CeTaIaHAgAGRIITYT: MU hued Tda Toear sa aa gaAr:| (109.03)

Like the trees broken and fallen at the same place in the forest, some families were unable to leave their
homestead like limbs grown there (and were stuck there with attachment).

They stayed there itself in their huts, and died of starvation and thirst.

(Some Jeevas were unable to dissociate fiom their worldly life, and with attachment to families and fiiends, they suftered in the same life,
regretting their helplessness.)

HT: Fad cATfTdreg Faafeeird ISTaustan: 23 o ASigdr 3dl (109.04)

Some ventured out only to be torn apart and get eaten by the tigers and other wild animals, like the ‘birds

which had not grown wings’ getting out of the nest, and thus getting pounced upon by the vultures.
(Some Jeevas who were immature in thoughts, were prey to the cheats and looters who masqueraded as saints and Sages; and were utterly
ruined.)

gfaer: hRead safad aae =4,




Some entered the fire like moths;
(Some Jeevas were highly dispassionate and were able to destroy the ignorance once for all. They destroyed their ‘false identities’ in the
‘fire of knowledge’.)

hiacoddy giddr: Rrer Aeregdr sl (109.05)

some fell into the hollow pits like the rocks in a landslide.

(Some immature Jeevas, who were still stuck fo the forms of the Gurus and deities slid down towards more ignorance; and had no hope of
rising up for long.)

MY STORY OF SUFFERING

e  deURcTSd AAYIEIeEdh &TH D AAFTAGR HToleMigiadid: | (109.06)
I left all my in-laws and other relatives there itself (who were not strong enough to walk long distances).

Accompanied only by my wife and children who were able to walk along with me, I walked away from

that ‘dried up terrain’.

[T as the Jeeva, was stuck to my companion in life namely Avidyaa and my daughter and son ‘Kaama and Krodha’.

Though I had developed disgust towards the life, I was still not fully enriched with Knowledge.

The previous world of attachments and desires were left back as unworthy of my attention.

And I now had another son also, who was always stuck to me nowadays. He was named ‘Prcchaka’, the questioning one.

Yes! Nowadays my mind was asking so many questions about ‘the reality of the world, and also of myself as a creature trapped
inside it’.]

IAAATAATHT HETRTALTRIATY T=dTAcdl HAHA: ASRIsE fafAaTa: | (109.07)

I escaped the fire, the winds, the wild animals, the snakes; and fearing death every moment, I left that area
followed by my wife and children.

[Keeping my intelligence not easily swayed by the fake Gurus and looters who pretended as saints, and also the philosophers
with incorrect view points, and all other such blind men who lead the blind, I kept searching for the truth that was concealed
behind this masquerade of the perceived world.

Yet, my mind was afraid of losing the only identity I knew as a Jeeva; and escaped the fire of Knowledge also.

The ego was indeed hard to kill.]
STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES

YT JeTded JF dTelaiEdel 3eaiTd et dledTadTfadledore
framearsa X sear Wanfea Fefa: Sreeafagrandt ficd uar sarster:| (109.09)

There, under the ‘base of the tall Palmyra tree’, I took down my sons from my shoulders like keeping
down the ever-increasing sufferings. After the prolonged fire, I rested there for long as if released from the
Raurava hell, like the frogs and other water-creatures resting under the dried-up lotus when the long-spell

of hot summer was over.

[Taala tree is the tall tree which supplied writing material to the learned scholars.

I had reached the height of Taala tree in intellectual Supremacy through the study of all good Scriptures.

I had studied all that could be studied and reached the height of intellectual comprehension about Brahman-state, the glory of
self-realization etc. I had to spend a long time in the studies of these scriptures which needed complete absorption in each and
every statement of theirs. I felt as if [ had escaped from all the ghosts of the false knowledge namely belief in the reality of the
world, and had reached some purity of the intellect. I had kept away the contact of Avidyaa and her children Kaama and
Krodha. I had managed to develop virtues that were necessary for the purity of the heart. At last, some peace was there which
I could revel in after a prolonged time of suffering as a Chaandaala.

I still was not aware of my true essence yet as an experience.

The peace gotten from the studies was more like the shade of a dried up lotus which frogs rested under; but still, it was

something that offered solace to the scorched soul of mine.]
THE PROCESS OF VICHAARA/THE UNSATIATED HUNGRY CHILD PRCCHAKA

HY ATl AT dUET AT Mdeeord gl FANASIT R, (10)

The Chaandaala lady (my wife) also rested under that tree; she slept under the cool shade of the tree

embracing her two children; (Only Prcchaka was awake and kept me also awake.)

[Avidyaa also rested off along with her children Kaama and Krodha. No more did she trouble me.

I did not feel irritated with the world anymore. I desired also nothing. What is there to run away from or seek, when any
perceived scene is just an imagined picture drawn on the canvas of emptiness?]

gl ATH dofdl AHG: QXd: ¥yd:,

then my son named ‘Prcchaka’ stood in front of me.
[My mind was absorbed in Vichaara. I started asking questions to myself as guided by the Scriptures.]

I TeddeaAIsTATD HardAlTeTarard| (109.11)




he was very dear to both me and my wife, being the youngest and very innocent.
[This Vichaara process was also part of Avidyaa only; and belonged to the Jeeva-state.
I also liked this process, for it cleared so many of my doubts and revealed to me the truth of it all.]

| AHAT SATCHT arsqquifdeiee: drd ey & HE Urg T B &T0M| (109.12)

He looked very pitiable; his eyes were filled with tears;

he said to me, “Father, give me meat now and also the blood for drinking immediately.”

[Vichaara now demanded more practical solutions. Sheer intellectual comprehension was of no help.

Avidyaa and her children may wake up any moment and drag me back to the previous state of suffering.

I had to give up the identity of my body with the name and form quickly.

I decided to disentangle myself from the Chaandaala state and kill myself once for all.

It was very difficult, painful and looked like the most impossible act ever; but there was no other go!

Prcchaka was acting like a pest; he demanded food for his un-satiated hunger for answers; and would not leave me in
peace even for a second.]

g geAdeead & dTeedadl #A Uronfedd e UTa: kel f& Ge: &J4r| (109.13)
That child of mine was repeating the same words again and again and reached the state of death almost,

screaming incessantly that he was hungry.
[T analyzed again and again my true identity and came to the conclusion that the name and form were also one of the many
conceptions of the mind only; and so not real.]

dEah  AAT T AT Ad {Rc:,

I told him many times that there was no meat available;

[I failed many times. I many times felt that the life of delusion was far better than this quest for truth, for a deluded mind
demanded no such sacrifice. How can I kill myself who was so dear to me, like what the Upanishads declare as

‘Aatmaa alone 1s the most loved one dear Maitreyi ™
Aatmaa was dear indeed; but I was confused still about which that Aatmaa was.]

Ui A T aecda FeAta:| (109.14)

even then, that mad child went on begging for meat.
[Vichaara was not over yet. I had to reach the end somehow; kill myself with the sword of reason.]

HY dicHedgthel AT GEMAATRON TEAh G AeAE Ted HHIaTATd | (109.15)
I had much affection for him and felt sad by his plight;

I told him, “Son, only the flesh in my body can be cooked and eaten.”
( had to disown my body now.)

deIsiipd dd SEIfd agdr go: A-ATaHETOT afurgfaiaiss&ugRiar| (109.16)

He agreed to that and went on begging again for my meat, crying for food and holding on to me tightly.
[T absorbed myself completely in the Vichaara process as guided by the scriptures, and got ready to disown my identity as
a Jeeva with name and form.]

FAG WA TAEHRUIANAT dET AHHATAGT AT §-WITIATROT
g dTATIE AITHAMDA SATcHAT FAOTATATHAT Pdlseaiawaal #AT| (109.18)

To end all the sufferings once and for all, and moved by affection and kindness, and heart-broken at his
plight, and unable to bear his suffering any more, and feeling utterly ruined, I decided that death was the

only companion to be sought now.
[T had to die as a Jeeva and stay as the true essence only.
I had to experience it; and not simply have the intellectual satisfaction of the answers, and stay put.]

a3 TSI dfaca ar daee [ar gcaerwid: fyar AgfRarisaroi| (109.19)

I collected some wooden sticks and lighted a fire;

with a crackling sound the fire started burning, waiting to swallow me.
[T intensified my Vichaara-process and stopped even the thinking of the truths through words with meanings which were
actually meaningless in the state of Brahman. I cremated my false self in the ‘fire of Knowledge’ fully.]

dEg1  IracicA Rarr Afaaeag afadisiea SaracEAicaFaade=1yd: | (109.20)
daeA A e aifdd:| (21)

When I threw myself into the fire, I shook uncontrollably and instantly fell out of this throne as a king.
Then I woke up to the sound of instruments and to the pronouncement of the sound “Jaya’ (Victory).




[T was instantly in the quietness-state.

Avidyaa, her son and daughter, even the third son Prcchaka had vanished. The ‘Taala tree of scriptures’ was also not there;
even the ‘fire of knowledge’ had vanished. I knew myself as the Reality-state with a mind which just carried the memories of
the Jeeva-state, like a nightmare remembered with amusement. My mind was now just a ‘burnt seed’.

Avidyaa and her children were gone like the dream characters of a dream.

I was just as my true self, alone, as the one who is extolled in the scriptures as the Supremacy; but there was no other second
one to extol or seek for. I was myself. I was alone! Just ‘me” without any ‘me’!]

i ARG Alg 3curfed! JAH 3_d ST gneraaadiead:”| (109. 21,22)

In this manner the sorcerer (Avidvaa) got me deluded and I experienced hundreds of calamities like the

Jeeva deluded by ignorance.”
[So said Brahman! To whom? To himself in another dream!]

Scghafd Toleg 0l RAATH Ieddled SOMATE! I AFaRe: &0l (109. 22,23)

When king Lavana of abundant valour spoke these words, the sorcerer immediately vanished from that

place. (What place has Maayaa in the Brahman state?)
SCRIPTURES TALK ABOUT THIS STORY ALONE IN ALL THEIR STATEMENTS

HAGHGES FHAT TAEFACPoelalldAT:
Then the courtiers (Rishis who had revelations of the truth) Whose eyes had opened fully in wonder said -

AT MFARGT ST TET AT YATUT, St Praad AR FaREAfAafa=R, (24)

“Hey Lord, this fellow is not an ordinary sorcerer. He covets no money.
This 1s some divine illusion, enlightening us about the mystery of the worldly existence.

HAANIemE: FOR 3fd I8 g, Facdeasd faemal & dAarserd| (109.25)

World is nothing but the play of the mind; so does it gets proved by this event.
This Jagat created by the mind is just a play of the Supreme Reality which is omnipotent and imperishable.

gaerpfatar & epa: aeh {Y: afgafe daasAv faeafa arm=r (109.26)

The ‘state of Brahmaa’ the Creation, is all powerful by having hundreds of powers that, even a
discriminating wise man like the king (the learned one), gets deluded like this.

fa_ITTeilehgdled: & A ALUTA: Fa AHCIAAG AT [AYeTaHa: | (109.27)

Where is this king for whom there is nothing unknown (ze taintless Brahman-state) and where is the ordinary
man of low-caste (ze deluded Jeeva-state) Who can entertain only anxiety and apprehension in the mind!

9 AFINPeod AR AR Al 37897 gy deed A awafier: fha
Jad Urdgeasy deauid gorfed st 3fa degdemar Giedr qfodr ag#H "1 (109.29)

This is not the work of an ordinary sorcerer. This is the deluding power (power of Brahman, Maayaa)
which completely overpowers the mind. Usually all the magicians and sorcerers are after money.
They will usually have demands of some expensive object and not vanish off like this.

(Why all this happens?) Thus we are caught in the tide of doubt and oscillating.”

afasaa

Vasishta spoke
FAITHIE dEITE TH dal fohel a1 Ucdatdl €8 Addedead: Had| (109.30)

Rama, at that time I was also in that court of King Lavana.

I was a direct witness for the whole thing and I did not hear about this from a third person.
[T had also gone through such an experience by the command of my father Brahmaa; and know all this as a first-hand experience.]

sfa ngwmiaqﬁfldlsjdi safd R fadd . FercA
Hey Mahaatman!

In this manner, the powerful mind lives long, spread out like this,
expanding through various conceptions.

AAFWINHAA TLEITHTS WHAUSATY Uraed U Ie| (109.31)
When it becomes quiet by realizing the nature of the Supreme,
then you will stay in the ‘state of the Supreme’ which is the most auspicious of all.




